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to the Dakota villages, and notwithstanding they lost lives
from their sudden attacks almost yearly.

In the year which has been mentioned, several wigwams
of the Lac Coutereille band, under the guidance of the
war-chief, ¢ Yellow Head,” collected at Prairie Rice Lake,
to gather wild rice, and as usual in those days of danger,
they located themselves on the island. Early one morning
the chief called the men of the camp into his lodge, to take
a social smoke, when he informed them that he had been
visited during the night by his guardian spirit in a dream,
and he knew that the Dakotas must be lurking near. He
bade them not to go on their usunal day’s hunt, and sent
two young men to go and scout the shores of the lake, to
discover some fresh signs of the enemy. The scouts, em-
barking in a canoe, immediately started on their errand.
They had not arrived more than half a mile from the camp,
when, approaching the shore, they were fired at by an am-
buscade of the enemy. One was killed, and the other,
though severely wounded, succeeded, amid volleys of
bullets, in pushing his canoe out of their reach.

The men of the Ojibways, hearing the firing, all that
were able to bear arms grasped their weapons, and to the
number of twenty-five, many of whom were old men and
mere boys, embarked in their canoes, and paddled towards
the scene of actlon, to join the fight. The Dakotas, per-
ceiving this movement, sent a body of their warriors to lie
in ambush at the spot where they supposed the Ojibways
would attempt a landing. The women of the camp, how-
ever, seeing the enemy collecting in large numbers to
intercept their men, halloed to them, and informing them
of the ambuscade, the Ojibways turned about, and landed
on the main shore, immediately opposite the island. In-
tending to attack the Dakotas by land, they sent the canoes
back by some women who had come with them for the
purpose. Yellow Head, then heading the party, led them



